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COMPLETE STREETS AWARD

October 2016

PROGRAM BACKGROUND

• Created in 2011 (HB 1071; RCW 47.04.320)

• Funded in 2015 Transportation Revenue 
Package

• TIB administered (change from original 
legislation)

• $3.1M in 2015/17 biennium

• $14M over future biennia

“to encourage local governments to adopt 
[Complete Streets] ordinances”

Ordinance Characteristics:

• Locally-adopted, jurisdiction-wide ordinance 

• “designed to provide safe access to all users, 
including bicyclists, pedestrians, motorists, 
and public transportation users”

PROGRAM BACKGROUND

Spread the 
Complete Streets ethic.

Eligible agencies must be 
nominated.

Program isn’t for all cities/counties,
but it can have a profound effect

COMPLETE 

STREETS 

AWARDS

PROGRAM
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SIMPLE PROCESSES TO GET 
THE MAXIMUM BENEFIT

Nomination Evaluation Work Plan

MUST HAVE ORDINANCE TO BE ELIGIBLE

Eligible Agencies= 81

Cascade Bike Club

Department of Health

WSDOT

Department of Archaeology and 

Historic Preservation

Transportation Choices

Feet First

Community Transportation 

Association – NW

Futurewise

ALLOCATION OF NOMINATIONS

Core number 

of nominations

Small/East 

nominations

Tier 1 10 2

Tier 2 8 2

Tier 3 6 2

Example Allocation

Department of Commerce

Nomination forms available at http://www.tib.wa.gov/grants/forms/Forms.cfm 

NOMINATION FORM

11

• Strong complete streets policy

• Comprehensive Plan integration

• Modal plans

• ADA Transition Plan

• Bicycle Plan

• Community engagement on street design

• History of building complete streets projects

• Future plans for well designed streets

CONSIDERATIONS FOR NOMINATION

http://www.tib.wa.gov/grants/forms/Forms.cfm
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COMPLETE STREETS POLICY ELEMENTS

Nomination forms available at: http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/complete-

streets/changing-policy/policy-elements

SIMPLE QUALITATIVE EVALUATION

HIGH MED LOW

POLICY 

ACTIONS

Includes all of the NCSC ‘s policy 
elements and makes exemptions 

contingent upon legislative 

approval

Includes 8 or more of the 
NCSC’s policy elements. 

Includes 5 or more of the 
NCSC’s policy elements.

PLAN 

INTEGRATION
Plans highly integrate a 
Complete Streets ethic

Some plans support 
Complete Streets

Agency has begun building 
Complete Streets policy 

support

PAST PROJECT 

ACTIONS
All recent projects have 

considered all users and modes

Some recent projects have 
considered all users and 

modes

Few recent projects have 
considered all users and 

modes

FUTURE

PROJECT 

ACTIONS

All planned projects consider 1) 
connectivity, 2) usage potential, 

3) deficiency, 4) aesthetics, 5) 

quality 

Some planned projects 
consider 1) connectivity, 2) 

usage potential, 3) 

deficiency, 4) aesthetics, 5) 
quality 

Few planned projects 
consider 1) connectivity, 2) 

usage potential, 3) 

deficiency, 4) aesthetics, 5) 
quality 

OUTREACH/

ENGAGEMENT 

Consistent, high-quality
outreach and engagement to 

entire community

Sufficient outreach and 
engagement to community

Occasional outreach and 
engagement to community. 

TIB IDENTIFIES AWARDEES

CITY 1 CITY 2 COUNTY 3 CITY 4 COUNTY 5 COUNTY 6 CITY 7 

POLICY ACTIONS

PLAN INTEGRATION

PAST PROJECT 

ACTIONS

FUTURE PROJECT 

ACTIONS

OUTREACH/

ENGAGEMENT 

Implementers

TIB IDENTIFIES AWARDEES

CITY 1 CITY 2 COUNTY 3 CITY 4 COUNTY 5 COUNTY 6 CITY 7 

POLICY ACTIONS

PLAN INTEGRATION

PAST PROJECT 

ACTIONS

FUTURE PROJECT 

ACTIONS

OUTREACH/

ENGAGEMENT 

Initiators

COMPLETE STREETS MISPERCEPTIONS

• A policy is all you need

• A design prescription (e.g sidewalks 

on all streets)

• A mandate for immediate retrofit

• Always more expensive

18

URBAN THOROUGHFARE

Redmond, WA

http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/complete-streets/changing-policy/policy-elements
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ACCESS TO TRANSIT

Leavenworth, WA

RURAL ROADS WITH SHARED PATHS

Kittitas County, WA

PAVED SHOULDERS/REPURPOSED LANES

Clallam County, WA

STREETSCAPE AESTHETICS

Moses Lake, WA

MAIN STREETS

Langley, WA

Implementers

DIFFERENT LEVELS OF ADOPTION: TWO AWARD LEVELS 

• Use of awarded funds is 

self-directed.

• Walk

• Bike

• Access to transit

• Aesthetics

• Awardee proposes a 

Complete Streets work 

plan to TIB for approval.

• TIB confirms eligibility and 

value.

• Actual award value based 

on adopted work plan.
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• Biennial cycle anticipated 

• $10M in funds to be awarded this winter

• Funds must be used within 3 years

• Funding held locally in a restricted account

• Can’t be re-nominated with open work plan

TIB AWARDS FUNDS STARTING IN 2017 SCHEDULE

TIB Issues Call 

for 

Nominations

City/County is 

Nominated for 

a Complete 

Streets 

Recognition 

Award

TIB Evaluates 

City/County’s 

Level of 

Complete 

Streets 

Adoption

TIB Board 

Awards and 

Authorizes 

Funds for 

Eligible 

Projects

City/County 

Propose 

Work Plan 

for TIB 

Adoption

September 

2016

November -

December 

2016

January 

2017

December -

January 2017
October 

2016

• Adopt a strong Complete Streets policy –OR- if you have a 

policy, review it against the National Complete Streets 

Coalition’s policy elements

• Integrate Complete Streets into plans

• Reach out to nominating organizations

• Bolster evidence of Complete Streets ethic

• E.g. built projects, plans, community outreach on 

city/county website

NOMINATION NEXT STEPS

QUESTIONS?


